The Mwananchi Party Ideology
Dignity. Freedom. Opportunity.
(Utu. Uhuru. Fursa.)

1.  	Founding Purpose

The Mwananchi Party is a progressive, democratic, and developmental movement. We are committed to building a Kenya in which economic opportunity is broadly shared, public institutions serve the citizen, and every individual possesses the freedom and capacity to realise their full potential.

2.  	Core Philosophy: Democratic Developmentalism

Our ideology is anchored in the principle of Democratic Developmentalism: a robust yet accountable state, working in concert with a dynamic private sector, empowered counties, and an enterprising citizenry. Its purpose is to generate employment, industrialise the economy, expand opportunity, and guarantee fundamental social rights.

3. 	The Productive Partnership of State and Market

Kenya requires both enterprise and effective government. We reject the false dichotomy between an all-powerful state and an economy left entirely to the market. Markets are the engines of innovation, investment, and wealth creation. Government must, in turn, provide the infrastructure, skills, institutions, and equitable regulatory framework that allow enterprise to flourish, while protecting citizens from exclusion, exploitation, and extreme inequality.

4.  	The Party’s Four Pillars

The Mwananchi Party is therefore committed to four foundational pillars:

· Constitutional freedom
· A productive state
· An opportunity economy
· Social justice

5.  	An Opportunity Economy: Jobs Before Politics

The defining economic challenge of our generation is the failure of the economy to create a sufficient number of productive, well-remunerated jobs. While Kenya’s economy grew by 4.6 per cent in 2025, approximately 18.1 million people were employed in the informal sector, highlighting the persistent chasm between headline growth and secure, productive employment.

The Mwananchi Party holds that the primary economic duty of government is the expansion of opportunity. We will champion a new era of Kenyan production through state-led industrialisation, focusing on manufacturing, agro-processing, technology, housing, infrastructure, the creative economy, and export-oriented enterprise. 

Strategic state corporations will be strengthened where they serve a clear developmental purpose. Conversely, private enterprises—particularly SMEs and youth-led ventures—must be liberated from superfluous regulation, punitive taxation, and barriers to capital. The State must act as an investor, enabler, and strategic partner, not merely a collector of taxes.

6.  	Our Economic Compact

Our economic compact is clear: produce more, employ more, export more, and tax fairly.

7.  	Constitutional Democracy and Accountable Power

The Mwananchi Party believes Kenya requires a strong state, constrained by strong institutions. Executive power must be exercised strictly within the bounds of the Constitution. Parliament, the Judiciary, independent commissions, the media, and civil society must be free to discharge their constitutional mandates without interference. Citizens shall retain the inviolable democratic right to organise, to criticise the government, to demonstrate peacefully, and to participate fully in public affairs.

Security agencies must serve to protect citizens, not political interests. Electoral institutions must command public confidence, electoral justice must be accessible, and public power must never become a licence for impunity.

8.  	Education as the Great Equaliser

The Mwananchi Party regards education not merely as a social service, but as the very foundation of economic freedom. Every Kenyan child, irrespective of socio-economic background, must have access to a high-quality education. The Party will progressively pursue genuinely free, high-quality education from primary school through to university and technical training, with targeted protection for students from disadvantaged households.

Access without quality is insufficient. Our schools and universities must be equipped with adequate teachers, infrastructure, learning materials, technology, and accountable management. Educators must be justly remunerated for their crucial work.

Ultimately, education must connect the classroom to employment, enterprise, technology, and national production.

9.  	Social Justice Without Dependency

The Mwananchi Party affirms that every citizen is entitled to a minimum standard of human dignity. Healthcare should be progressively and universally accessible, irrespective of one’s ability to pay. No Kenyan should be condemned to illness or death for lack of funds. Vulnerable households, persons with disabilities, older persons, and those temporarily unable to support themselves shall receive effective social protection.

Social protection, however, must function alongside a dynamic economy that continuously creates pathways into work, enterprise, and self-reliance. Our objective is not mere redistribution; it is mass economic mobility.

10.  	Fair Taxation and Responsible Government

Kenyans cannot indefinitely finance government inefficiency through higher taxation. The Mwananchi Party supports a progressive and predictable tax regime, ensuring those with the greatest capacity contributes fairly, while protecting workers, SMEs, and low-income households from excessive burdens. 

Before the state can legitimately demand more from its citizens, it must first eliminate waste, corruption, unnecessary expenditure, and fiscal indiscipline. This is particularly critical given Kenya’s constrained fiscal space and significant debt obligations.

Our fiscal doctrine is therefore: Tax fairly. Borrow responsibly. Spend efficiently. Invest productively. Account publicly.

11.  	Devolution to the People

The Mwananchi Party believes the promise of devolution remains unfulfilled. Power, resources, and decision-making must be brought closer to the citizen. The Party will champion a significant increase in the transfer of nationally raised revenues—a minimum of 30 per cent—to counties. This must be accompanied by rigorous accountability, transparent procurement, and measurable service-delivery standards.

Our goal is to move Kenya from a mere devolution of administration to a genuine devolution of economic power: fostering strong counties, competitive cities, and prosperous local economies.

12.  	Zero Tolerance for Corruption

[bookmark: _GoBack]Corruption is not merely theft; it is stolen opportunity. Every shilling misappropriated represents a classroom not built, medicine not purchased, a road unfinished, or a job never created. The Mwananchi Party will pursue the expedited investigation and adjudication of corruption cases, transparent public procurement, robust protection for whistle-blowers, the digitisation of government transactions, and the strengthening of anti-corruption institutions. 

We will seek the recovery of stolen assets and the application of meaningful penalties, always following due process. There can be no tolerance for corruption, regardless of where stolen resources are subsequently spent.

13.  	Our National Promise

We seek to forge a government that transcends ethnicity, region, generation, and class—a coalition of citizens seeking opportunity, of young people seeking employment, of workers seeking dignity, of entrepreneurs seeking the freedom to build, of farmers seeking markets, and of professionals demanding competent governance.

At this moment of generational change in Kenyan politics, as younger citizens rightly demand accountability beyond traditional party loyalties, The Mwananchi Party must represent more than a change of political vehicle. It must embody a fundamental change in the relationship between the citizen and the State.

Our destination is a Kenya where one’s background does not determine one’s future; where government creates opportunity rather than obstacles; where leadership is accountable rather than entitled; and where economic growth is translated into dignity in the lives of all citizens.
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